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Information and Guidance for Match Officials

Introduction 
In order to reduce the risk relating to the spread of Covid-19 as competitive football returns to 
Krooner Park, we have put together the following document to help match officials prepare for their 
time at matches played at our ground in order to keep them as safe as possible and to ensure the 
event goes as smoothly as possible. The information in this document has come about from the 
clubs risk assessment which is published on its website, please visit www.camberleytownfc.co.uk/
covid-19 for more information. 

Pre Match correspondence
The referee is encouraged to complete his pre-match brief to his assistants and observer if 
applicable, prior to arriving at the ground using a technology such as Zoom or MS Teams. At the 
time of confirming the fixture match officials will be sent this document and any other information 
relating to the fixture. If it is necessary to arrange a pitch inspection this will be done in the normal 
way. 

To assist track and trace the club secretary will ensure that he has the ability to find a contact 
phone number for each of the officials. If a match official withholds their phone number from 
systems such as MOAS and the like, then the league must be able to provide the club with a 
contact number should it be required to pass on to the track and trace system. If you do not 
consent to having your details being passed onto the Track and Trace system if it becomes 
necessary, then the match official must contact the appointing officer and ask to be replaced on the 
game. 

Covid-19 Self Assessment
All participants must complete the self assessment questionnaire which will be sent to the match 
officials at the time of confirmation. This self-assessment questionnaire can be found in Annex A. 

The questions asked include:
1)  Full Name 
2) In the last 14 days have you had a positive test result for Covid-19? 
3) Do you have a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back? 
4) Do you have a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or 

more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough it will be worse than usual)? 
5) Do you have a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you have noticed you 

can not smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste differently to normal? 
6) Have you been contacted by an NHS contact tracer in the last 14 days and told to self-isolate? 
7) Has anyone in your household been contacted by an NHS Contact Tracer and told to self-isolate in 

the past 14 days? 
8) Are you or anyone in your household classed by the NHS as ‘clinically extremely vulnerable’ AND 

under the current regulations in force today advised by the government to shield? 
9) Are you or anyone in your household waiting on the results of a coronavirus test? 
10) Have you returned from a country, in the last 14 days, that is on the quarantine list produced by the 

UK government? 

The Match officials should print out this questionnaire and bring it to the game giving it to 
the Covid-19 officer in attendance at the game. If the answer to any of the questions is ‘yes’, 
then the match official MUST contact his appointing authority and ask to be removed from the 
fixture.
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Arriving and leaving the venue
Match Officials are strongly encouraged to arrive already changed in their kit, or at least in some 
form of tracksuit kit. The ground will be open 1 hour and 30 minutes before kick off, however, 
match officials are encouraged to cut down on the time they spend at the ground. The match 
referee is responsible for setting the time he/she wishes the officiating team to arrive, but the club 
would encourage that to be no earlier than 1 hour before the scheduled kick off time. 

Match officials are encouraged to enter and exit the ground wearing a face covering. When the 
match officials enter the ground they will be required to have a temperature check.

In line with the advice published by the Football Association, match officials should not travel to 
games with anyone outside their household and should avoid public transport where possible. 

After the game the match officials should leave the ground straight away adhering to any one way 
systems and signage in place. 

Changing Rooms
Match officials are to use the Boardroom as a changing room. This will allow social distancing. The 
match officials will continue to have use of the normal Match Officials changing room, but this is 
limited to one person at a time. As the temporary referees room is our board room we would ask 
match officials to be respectful as leave as little mess as possible, taking any rubbish they have, 
home with them for disposal. 

The match officials will use the normal match officials changing room as a toilet and can use the 
shower if necessary, but match officials are encouraged to shower at home. 

In line with our commitments to safeguarding young match officials, the club will make the 
necessary arrangements to support any match officials under the age of 18. The normal officials 
changing room can be used by young officials to change on their own. 

Managing the Event 
To reduce the risk of spreading Covid-19 we have introduced a number of measures to help protect 
everyone involved. The information in this section will help you manage the event and prepare for 
the game.

Warm Up area
To encourage social distancing the match officials will have a designated warm up area on the field 
of play. This will be sign posted in all dressing rooms so that all the teams and officials are aware 
of where that is. 

Pre match pitch & Equipment check
We ask that officials do not touch any equipment that they are inspecting as this has the potential 
to contaminate surfaces that will have already been cleaned down ready for the game. If there is a 
query about any equipment, the referee should bring it to the attention of a Camberley Town 
official, who will rectify it and if necessary clean down the surface again. 

Team Sheets & Crime Sheets
Team sheets & crime sheets should not be exchanged in person or in paper form. Team sheets 
should be exchanged by electronic means and the referee should come to the game with a 

Page �  of �4 7



Information and Guidance for Match Officials

strategy to achieve this. Crime sheets can be provided in the same way or via email, post the 
event.

Players entering the pitch.
The referee will sound the bell to call players to the pitch 7 minutes before the scheduled kick off 
time. The first bell is the signal that the away team should enter the pitch. The two assistant 
referees should inspect the players equipment outside in the tunnel, this should not be done inside. 
After the entire away team have entered the pitch the referee should sound the second bell and the 
home team will then enter the pitch. This should be two minutes after the first bell for the away 
team.

The coin toss
After entering the field of play, the two assistant referees should break off and check their nets then 
head off to their wings. They should not return to the half way line in order to witness the toss. The 
referee should conduct the toss in the presence of the two captains who should stand 2m back and 
not shake hands. No pedants should be swapped. The referee should toss and catch the coin.

Dugouts & Substitutes
Only 5 people can be seated in the dugouts at any one time (3 in the large compartment, 2 in the 
smaller compartment). Additional chairs will be provided as follows:

FA Cup - 3 Additional chairs (2 for extra subs, 1 for a coach or physio. Maximum technical area 
occupancy under the CTFC Covid rules 10.
All other Competitions - 1 additional chair for a coach / physio. Maximum technical area occupancy 
under CTFC Covid-19 Rules is 8.

Substitutes will be encouraged to warm up on the grass behind the barrier which is closed off from 
spectators. This is to stop players from opposite sides coming into close contact and to keep them 
an appropriate distance away from the Assistant Referee. 

Subs boards
The clubs risk assessments mandates that substitute boards will not be used; in order to cut down 
the potential contact surfaces that could potentially be contaminated. 

Warm Up bibs
In line with FA guidance where possible bibs should not be worn and where it is necessary they 
should only be worn by one person and not swapped around. Therefore, warm up bibs will not be 
worn unless there is a possibility that the colour of the subs kit will be confused with one of the 
teams playing kit. Where there is a possibility of confusion the substitutes will wear the bib and not 
swap it. As the league are only providing three warm up bibs, the club will supply two further bibs 
from its stockpile, to ensure that bibs do not need to be swapped, these additional bibs will not be 
the same as the league supplied bibs. The referee should confirm in advance of the game starting 
if he/she feels that their might be a need to wear the warm up bibs because of the potential for 
confusion. 

Payment
The clubs policy is to only make payments using electronic means. In line with this policy all 
payments to match officials will be made via bank transfer. If this is not acceptable to any of the 
match officials then they should speak to their appointing authority and ask to be moved from the 
game. 
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Hospitality & Refreshments
Unfortunately no hospitality & refreshments will be provided, this is to cut down the potential 
contamination of contact surfaces. No guest tickets will be available due to the reduced capacity. 
Match Officials should bring their own drinks bottles and snacks if required. After game hospitality 
will not be on offer as clubs are required to encourage participants to leave the ground 
immediately. 

Match Observers
We recognise the importance of the match observer scheme in driving up standards of the leagues 
match officials. It is for this reason the club will continue to admit match observes into the ground. 
However, the club also recognise that this is not without undue risk. Therefore we ask that match 
observers closely follow the rules set out below:

- We are asking the referee to carry out his pre-match brief away from the ground, so there is no 
need for the match observer to attend the ground earlier than 10 minutes before kick off. 

- The club will arrange for the observer a safe viewing point. This might not be seated or covered 
so the observer should come prepared. 

- The observer should note the sections relating to hospitality & refreshments as this will 
unfortunately apply to him/her as well. 

- Post match the observer should leave the ground immediately and carry out his post match de-
brief away from the ground using technology. 

- During this time the club will only permit entry to one observer per game.
- No guest tickets will be available as gthe ground capacity has been reduced. 
- The observer will need to complete the self-assessment provided in Annex A and provide it to 

the Covid-19 Officer on entry. 

Coaches & Mentors
The club recognise the importance of referee coaches and mentors and will continue to permit 
these people into the ground. However, only one coach or mentor will be permitted per game and 
their attendance must be advised in advance of the game. The mentor / coach must be Attached 
by appointment of the FA/CFA and must be attending in an official capacity.  Any coach or mentor 
will be required to complete the Self-Assessment form provided in Annex A and pass it to the 
Covid-19 officer. The coach / mentor will need to provide the Covid-19 officer with a contact phone 
number to assist track and trace if necessary. 

Coaches & Mentors will need to abide by the rules pertaining to the number of people entering the 
changing rooms. 
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ANNEX A
Match Officials Self-Assessment form 

Home Team: Camberley Town FC  Away Team:_______________________________

Date of Game:_____________________

PLEASE PRINT THIS OFF AND HAND TO THE COVID-19 OFFICER AT THE GAME. THE 
RESULTS OF THIS SELF-ASSESSMENT WILL BE KEPT FOR 21 DAYS. 

IF THE ANSWER TO ANY OF THE QUESTIONS ARE YES, PLEASE CONTACT THE LEAGUES 
APPOINTING OFFICER AND ASK TO BE REPLACED ON THE GAME. 

Name of Match Officials 

Circle Correct Answer

1 In the last 14 days have you had a positive test result for Covid-19? YES NO

2 Do you have a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch 
on your chest or back? YES NO

3
Do you have a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot 
for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if 
you usually have a cough it will be worse than usual)?

YES NO

4
Do you have a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this 
means you have noticed you can not smell or taste anything, or 
things smell or taste differently to normal?

YES NO

5 Have you been contacted by an NHS contact tracer in the last 14 
days and told to self-isolate? YES NO

6 Has anyone in your household been contacted by an NHS Contact 
Tracer and told to self-isolate in the past 14 days? YES NO

7
Are you or anyone in your household classed by the NHS as 
‘clinically extremely vulnerable’ AND under the current regulations in 
force today advised by the government to shield?

YES NO

8 Are you or anyone in your household waiting on the results of a 
coronavirus test? YES NO

9 Have you returned from a country, in the last 14 days, that is on the 
quarantine list produced by the UK government? YES NO
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